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CRISIS IS AT HAND.
Either War or Peace Will be Determined

On This Week.

GREAT GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION.
(io Absolute Day lias Yet Been Announced When the President's Message

is to be Sonl to Congress.Will not tie Communicated To-Day, and it

May be Thursday.Delay is Welcomed by Same, While Others ore

dialing Under Restraint.The Probability of foreign Meditation.No
Overtures lla^e Yet Been Made.

WASHINGTON". April 3. . THE
OPINION. ALMOST UNIVERSALLY
JIKLD IN WASHINGTON" TO-NIGHT
11V LKAJIING PUBLIC MEN AND
DIPLOMATS. IS THAT THE CIUSIS
VH.t. REACH ITS CLIMAX THIS
KEK AND THAT THE QUESTION

or \\-at: on peace will be de-
TKRMINKD WITHIN THE NEXT
fcKVEN DATS.
Svnature and representatives met and
inferred all day about tlie gravity of
.i.- hltuatlon, and ot the white house

the President consulted with several
members of his cabinet ami other con¬
fidential advisers regarding the message
uhlch he Is preparing to send to con-
rrss. |At the ptaJte, war and navy building

active work wjuj going on. and alto¬
gether it hay been- a day of suppressed
feeling. No absolute duy has yet been
announced when the message is to bo
sent to corcgress and all that seems to
lie absolutely certain to-night is that it!
xvlH not go In to-morrow, Tuesday pos-
tdblv. but more probably Wednesday, or
perhaps Thursday.

Welcome b.very Honr of
Tr. additional to the physical work of

preparing the comprehensive docu-
mi-r.t upon which the President expects
to r«-st America'** case with the world. I
there are other reasons why those In
charge of the war preparations wilfcjwelcome every hour's, "delay. WAR
MATERIAL WHICH WE HAVE OR-
DBRED ABROAD IS NOT YET SHI I'-
VKD. AND TKE FACTORIES IN
THIS COUNTRY WHICH ARE
WORKING NIGHT AND DAY MAK-
1ST, POWDER AND PROJECTILES
ARB ANXIOUS FOR DELAY. Some
cf the factories in Connecticut have
telegraphed Representative Hill urging
all the delay possible. They say every
day now is precious.

.There is still a divergence of opinion
ns to what the President will recom¬
mend in his message; indeed there
*.*t-n» to be still a question as to wheth¬
er the President, will make any specific
recommendations. Some of his most
Intimate friends, however, assert em-
phaticailv that his recommendations
will I* specific and vigorous ami such
that his party and country could will¬
ingly follow when, he points the way.
One of these said) to-night that the

President in his strong desire for peace
and his earnest hope that war m.ght
jjosslbly be avoided was yielding some¬
what to the sentiment of the leaders or
his party and the country. He has not
given up hope ycti that hostilities may
b* averted. There are those who be¬
lieve the President has not yet made up
his mind as to the exact course he will
pursue, and there seems to be a ques¬
tion as to whether the consular reports
ur.d the diplomatic correspondence Is to
he transmitted with the message.

A Trying
The suspense causedi by the neccs-

Fary delay In the preparation of the
message is very trying upon members of
hoth houses an<i the most universally
discussed question in Washington to-
r.igh'u Is whether congress can be re-.j
strained until the message is transmit-
ted. All realize the difficult and ardu-
ous task of preparing our case for the
world's inspection and the care which
must be exercised, and there seems to
be no disposition' to "unduly" hasten
the President. The party leaders are
extremely anxious to avoid a breach
with the executive, as would occur if
congress were to take the initiative.
After a careful canvass" of the situa-

tlon to-day they believe the radical Re-
pubilcans can be in line a few days
longer, until Wednesday at least.
The conference of Republicans of the

bouse who have been insisting on
prompt action; hold another meeting to¬
morrow night. Wlille many of them
nre now In favor of giving the President
more leeway thnn they were last week,
It Is realized that twenty-five Republi¬
can votes In the house would', with the
Democratic and Populist votes, be sufll-
<.k-r.it to act. It can be pretty cont.-
dently asserted that all the Republicans
of the house, with ]>oss»lble exceptions
which could I>e counted on the fingers of
one hand, can be controlled until Wed¬
nesday. After that what might hap-
pen If the President asks for further de-
lay is problematical. Mr. Bromwelh of
Ohio, ror instance, who says he hopes
h<- will not be obliged to part company
with the President, Bays he will votp
with the Democrats If necessary to
overrule the speaker after Wednesday.
.Mr. Cooper, of Wisconsin, has made a
similar statement.

U 111 Asran With tl»r Smalr.
The Republicans of the house com¬

mittee on foreign affairs has held Infor¬
mal meetings to-day and have practi¬
cably agreed1 to report a resolution simi¬
lar to that agreed upon by tho foreign
n-lation« committee of the senate. The
house rtHohitlono will probably follow
th«- language of those of tho senate re-

raiding the blowing up of the Maine.
Thest: resolutions will be practically

agreed upon by the committee to-mor-
row, but will not be reported until the
President sends his message to Con-
f-'ress. although there is at least one or
the Republicans of the committee who

In favor of formally reporting them
to-morrow.
Mr Adami. the actinic chairman of

the committee, In tho absence of Mr.
Hiu. Haw the Prealdent to-day and In-
¦'.jrmed him of the probable action of
the committee. All the Republicans
ailed upon Mr. Hitt at his residence

durlnu the day;
. ,Mr. Grout, (Rep., Vermont), said that

wall;* .HOrnc of the Republicans of tho
hiuse were very Impatient he thought
"hey would restrain themselves If- tlv.*
I' lcnt desired a few days addltlon-

Mr. Grout has prepared a rescdu-
which he will Introduce to-morrow,

.' .'-opriatlng $1,000,000 to raise the hull
~.'f the Maine.

"IP SHE WAS BLOWN UP," **ID
JIK, "WE CAN WELL AFFORD TO

SPEND A MILT.TON TO DEMOK-
STUATE THAT A FACT. HER HULL
COULD BE HA1SED BY BUILDING
COFFERDAMS. IF SHE WAS
BLOWN UP THE TRUTH WILL BE
KNOWN. MURDER WILL OUT."
Representative Ulshop, (Itep., Mich.),

says that the members or his delega-
tlon, althouRh Btrongly for action, nre
willing to give the President a reason¬
able time. "Thero mw bo lnllucnccs
making for peace of which we know
nothing." said he. "and we might lo
defer a few days if Mr. McKlnlej de¬
sires. Besides, every «lay adds to oar
wnr preparations,"

, .Mr. Babcock, (Rep.. "Wis.), chairman
of the congressional campaign commit¬
tor, expressed doubt a a to whether tho
house could be held beyond to-morrow.

Kit rn pen it jThe prospect of Kuropean mediation
has» aroused the keenest Interest
throughout diplomatic circles here,.«nd
although Inquiry at tho leading embas-
sies and legations failed to disclose thnt
anv actual move had been made, yet
such a move is anticipated almost any
time and when taken it is felt that it
will be an important factor in the situ-
atlon. It has been expected that
France would be the first to act by a
tender of her good offices. Up to to¬
night, however, the French ambassa¬dor M. Cambon, had received no in¬
structions In this line. There is the
name anticipation, but lack o«. definite
action, in British. German an<l other
diplomatic quarters. It Is probable that
mediation would take definite form If
the foreign representatives thought tntu
war was Inevitable und was about to be
declared.
At the outset Spain was most earnesw

for mediation, and to this end, address-
ed a note to the powers about ten days
ago. Now, however, us the prospects
tor the mediation appear to be growing
the Spanish authorities seem to be less
inclined toward this course. This may
be due to the fact that Spain hail look¬
ed upon mediation as an Indirect form
of intervention of the European powers
«n favor of one of their own number.
The Spanish note developed, however,
that the powers were not ready for any
such radical step.
It is stated toy one of the ambassadors

to-day tha: any move for mediation
would assume form by an exchange of
notes among the European powers.whlch
could be done very speedily by telegraph
In case a war crisis seemed at hand. In
Midi event, the general understanding
among diplomats here is that Great Bri¬
tain, France, Germany und Austria
would be consulted, as their comerclal
interests would be seriously crippled by
a war between the United States and
Spain.

.
1

It is probable That negotiations will be
opened by this government with Den-
mark to allow cable roe**ages to come
over the French line from the Danish Is¬
land of SL Thomas to the United States,
With the Leeward islands, of which St.
Thomas lea centre, as the probablecen-
ter of any naval operations which may
result from the present crisis, it Is recog-
nixed as of vital Importance to secure
cable facilities not controlled by Spain.

It 1<; understood that the Danish go\-
crnment did not view with favor the re-
cent propositions for the purchase of the
island of St. Thomas by the United
Stateo for use as a coaling station, as it
was felt a sale of the Island at this time
would be an unfriendly act toward
Snain. This view was communicated
to Washington and wn6 doubtless made
known to the state department through
the Spanish minister here.

llrriiabe'a Bi»7 Day.
The Spantsh minister, Senor Polo y

B^rnabe, and his ctaft had a busy Sun¬
day, although it did not bring any de¬
velopments changing the situation. The
minister did not see state department
officials during the day. His last official
exchange with the authorities here was
on last Friday, after Spain's answer had
been received, since which time the ne¬
gotiations have been at a hat. Thl .

however, has not lessened the hpanlsh
minister's activity in keeping Ills gov-
crnment fully appraised as to the gen.
oral condition of affairs In this coun.r>.
The elaborate manner in which toi3 ca¬
ble intelligence. has gone 10 the authori¬
ties at Madrid is probably without a
parallel. It Is understood that when the
situation began to assume Its most scri-
ous aspect a single cable (lls|)»tch sent
by the minister to the foreign office fit
Madrid cost S1.000. Another dispatch
cost «00; another $400. In this way the
Madrid authorities are kept in close
touch with the condition of affairs here,
not only as It relates to ofllclol negotia¬
tions. but more particularly to the ten¬
dencies and all Chose circumstanced
which will permit the Madrid govern¬
ment to guage the situation at \\ ash-

'"swrctary Sherman gave a dinner last
nlL'ht at which the Spanish minister
was one of the guests. The presence of
the Spanish minister at the home of the
secretary of mate was devoid of slgnin-
cenee except as showing the pacllic out¬ward appearance of affairs. Be ng pure¬
ly a social gathering, the Spanish situa¬tion was not alluded to.although it is un¬
derstood to have required some tact to
avoid the absorbing topic of current In-
terest.

I

MINISTER WOODFORD
fctllin.i KnltH tl»«t

tint Inn..

MADRID. April 3..S P. in,.In an¬

swer to a request from the Associated
Press. General Stewart U Woodford,the
United States minister, hos made the
following statement:
.The obligations of my diplomatic

position absolutely forbid ray granting
an Interview or giving the slightest In-
tlmatlon as to tho present condition of
the diplomatic negotiations entrusted to
nu* care, J came to Spain under In¬
structions. from President McKlnley to
secure pence lit Cuba, with u perma-

ttonl pcacff between the United States
and Spain, a peace that should bu built
upon bed.rock conditions; conditions of
JUJitlco to Cubn, with assured protec¬
tion to the great American Interests In
that Island.
"I have labored steadily to obtain

this result. I have never lost my faith,
and, doubtful as conditions may seem
to-day, I still believe these great and
Kood purposes of my President may yet
be secured. I shall not desist from my
labors for a Ju»t and honorubte peace
until the Runs actually open fire; and
iny faith Is still strong that war, with
all its horrors, ran be averted.
"Enough blood has been shed In Cu¬

ba already, and 1 cannot believe that
the closing hours of the nineteenth cen¬
tury will be reddened by a contllct be¬
tween Spain and the United States. My
country asks for peace based upon con¬
ditions that shall make peace perma¬
nent and beneficent; and I have faith
that Spain will yet do what In neces¬
sary to assure Justice of Cuba. And
with Justice, peace is certain."

THE POPE'S MEDIATION
Jloit Emphatically Denied lij the Mate

Department and nt Che While Home.
MADRID, April 3..Senor Cnpdepor,

minister of the Interior, states officially
that the pope has accepted the task of
mediation between Spain and the
United States nt the suggestion of the
latter, both nations acccpting hl» me¬
diation.
WASHINGTON. April S..Asslstant

Secretary of State Day has authorized
an oftlcln4 denial of the statement that
the pope Is to mediate 'between, this
country and Spain.
At the white house the dispatch was

promptly and emphatically denied.

AUTONOMISTS APPEAL
To (he Insurgent* for mu Ariutatlce for
the l»nrpo«e of Arriving at Term* of
rente
WASHINGTON, April 3.-The Span¬

ish minster has received a dispatch
from Havana stating that the autono¬
mists appeal to the Insurgents, asking to
arrange an armistice, for the purpose of
arriving at terms for pence.
The full text of the message could

not be secured to-night, as lis transla¬
tion was not made at the legation. The
Insurgents are appealed to on the
ground that they are all Cubans, and
should unite for peace and liberty,
which all want. The appeal also states
that Spain is willing to enlarge the pres¬
ent scope of autonomy, and will sug¬
gest such a plan to the cortes, which is
soon to meet.

THE WEEK IN CONGRESS.
Torreatt of Dnilntm lo ho Transacted.
Senate Committer on Foreign Relations
M-Ill Not Report on Cuban Sltnatlou It#-
fore Wednesday.
WASHINGTON, April 2..The expec¬

tation in the senate is that the report of
the committee on foreign relations on
the Cuban situation will be made to the
Senate not later than Wednesday, and If
the report should be made at that time
the probabilities are that-w ill -engage -tha
greater share of the senate's time for the
remainder of the week.
The committee -will make an effort to

secure action upon the resolutions which
it will report without having them de¬
bated, but with very little probability of
success. Undoubtedly a large majority
of the members of the senate are favor¬
able to some declaration nprcpos of the
Cuban situation, but there is certain to
be differences of opinion on the course
to be pusued and on the language to be
used, which will be sufficient to prevent
Immediate action except In one contin¬
gency. This contingency is the possi¬
bility of an agreement as to details be¬
tween the President and the committee.
If the committee's report should prove
to be in accord with the President's re¬
commendation in all essential partlcu-
lars, the senate likely would adopt the
resolutions brought in without debating
them.
There Is. however, a considerable ele¬

ment in the senate which Is opposed to
war except as a last extremity and there
are several others who think there ought
to be delay of at least a week or ten
days before action is taken In Congress
in order to Insure the safe landing of
ships and war supplies now on their way
to this country from Europe.
The committee on foreign relations is

not impressed with this line of reasoning
and members urge that Spain la no bet-
ter prepared for hostilities than are we.
The members of the committee do not
expect the President's message before
Tuesday and they arc prepared to wait
until Wednesday. Under great pressure
there might be a delay beyond that time,
but a. requeat for delay would cause
great restlveness on the part of u ma¬
jority of the committee. "While desirous
of giving the President all the time he
may actually require for the preparation
of his message, they are very impatient
of the outside inlluence which is being
exerted to hold them in check. Thin
pressure is in the shape of letters and
telegrams from people throughout the
country who are opposed to a war policy
and with these the members of the com¬
mittee are being Hooded.
"The writers." a member of the com¬

mittee said to-day, "generally ask us to
maintain an 'honorable peace.' Of
course we all want an honorable peace,
but the time has gone by when that can
he secured under existing conditions in
Cuba. We cannot allow our conduct to
be controlled by such expressions."
When the President's message Is re¬

ceived it will,on Senator Davis' motion
be referred to the committee on foreign
relations which may bring in Its report
later in the day, or It may not do so un¬
til the following day. So far as it Is In¬
formed as to the probable line of the
President's communication, the oommit-
tee is now prepared to report, but the
members realize that there may be some
detail of the message that will require
careful,consideration, nnd in that event
they will give more time to 1t than an
hour or two on the day of Its presenta¬
tion.
Unless there is a change In the com-,

mlttee's conclusions after he President
Is heard from, the resolutions reported
will recommend the recognition of inde¬
pendence with a declaration for armed
Intervention to make Independence prac¬
ticable. They will also Include the
Maine explosion as one of the causes set
forth for this action. The resolutions
will be accompanied by n carefully
drawn report written by Senator Davis
Justifying them.
For the rest, the senate will probably

give Its attention to uprpopriatlon bills
and miscellaneous measures on the cal¬
endar.
There Is little In the way of a pro

gramme for the house this week. Every¬
thing awaits upon the President's mes¬
sage, and the momentous events which
are to,follow its presentation. To-mor¬
row the bill for th<» reorganization of the
army 1j to be called up. Chairman Hull,
of the military committee; belloves it
will be passed without opposition. It Is;considered a part of the war prepani-'|

lions, nnd an »ucti. tt« nrtrWt wouM
precluda the opposition which It might
encounter In ordinary times. TheJ*®*}*District of Columbia naval battalion Mil
l.« tin the speaker'! tablo and It, too.,n '-
liL* pulsed. Tuceday an.l Friday are pri¬
vate hill days. The deficiency appro-
prtatloti bill 1» almost ready and could
lx> considered any time after Wednes¬
day, if the memago doc* not come In on
that day.

PREMIER SAGASTA TALKS
()» the Promt Critical 8ltu«t|on-S*r»
the liidtpciulauce of Cnba vrm* Not
^looted lu the lUcrnt NeROtUtloiu.
l.oop flote for IVncfl fctM Left.
LONDON, April 3.-Tho Madrid cor¬

respondent of the Standard telegraphing
lato to-night. say.r.
"I have been able to obtain an inter¬

view with Senor Sagasta, the premier,
und to cllclt from him a brief statement
with rcferenco to the present critical
situation. In the course of the conver¬
sion, Senor Sagasta said:

" 'In our recent negotiations with the
United States, we have used friendly
and conciliatory language In explaining
our views. Inspecting the matters in
dispute with regard to the Maine disas¬
ter, we said we considered the question
to be one for diplomatic negotiation,and,
that if we and the United States found it
Impossible to come to an understanding
on the conflicting opinions of the Ameri¬
can and Spanish commissions as to the
cause of the disaster, the matter then
ought to be submitted to technical ex-
perts and to 'the arbitration of a naval
or other power, who might Tie selected
by mutual agreement between the two
governments.

.. 'On the second point we were able to
inform United States Minister Woodford
that Governor General Blanco had
issued a proclamation authorizing the
return of the reconcentrados to their
homes and that the Spanish government
had sent £120,000 ($600,000) to the relief
of the distressed Cubans and would de-
vote to the same object all the proceeds
of relief in kind and money amounting
to £.00,000 ($1,000,000) which had been
sent by Spanish residents in Mexico.
These measures are supplemented by the
assistance already given by the Cuban
autonomist government. We have never
objected to relief being also sent by the
United States on condition that it did not
have on official character or bear the
appearance of intervention.

'. 'We did not' object In principle to nn
armistice for the Cuban insurgent*. We
are, however, of the opinion that It does
not "behoove Spain to take the initiative
and a suspension of hostilities ought to
be nsked for by the insurgent. We
suggested that the United States gov-
eminent might, If so inclined, exercisefts influence with the Insurgents to In-
duce them to upply for an armistice.
with a view to further '.he ends of peace,
on the understanding, however, that the
armistice would be destined to lead to
the «ubmls9lo^ of the Insurgents to the
new autonomous regime.'
"Senor Sagasta assured me that, the

question of Independence of Cuba or the
sale of that colony or ofany invasion of
Spanish rights was not mooted In the
recent negotiations. Alluding to the re¬
port that Marshal Prim had intended in
1870 to sell Cuba, Senor Sagasta said
that such a negotiation was made to
Marshal Prim by the Americans, but
"was iu-ver 'accepted,"and" that the parley¬
ing on the subject was only kept up for
some time to avoid increasing the acute
tension which then existed between the
two countries.

"Senor Sagasrta considers "that since
he took office In October last, he has
done everything possible to satisfy the
Cubans and to preserve good relations
with the United States, and that conse¬
quently* no responsibility for the present
crisis should it lead to a rupture, will
rest with Spain. lie. however, does not
believe that the !a«t Spanish memoran-
dum close* the door to further negotia-
tions. Those who conducted them.he
said, had on both sides shown a dlsposl-
lion to promote cordial relations; and
he only apprehended trouble from the
pre-'sure of the jingoes on the executive
in Washington.
Senor Sagasta proceeded to say that

his government had addressed a memo¬
randum to the European powers, but
had not officially taken steps to solicit
their Intervention. He called my atten¬
tion to the fact that the people and press
of Spain had shown prudence, forbear¬
ance and patriotism during the crisis,
even the opposition having put no obsta¬
cles in the way ot lite government. This,
he said, led him to believe that all
classes would co-operate in the work ot
realizing peace in Cobj and facing the
contingencies of the future. He spoke
throughout with calm subdued energy
of a statesman alive to the eventualities
of the situation, and conscious that he
had done his duty In endeavoring to
avert war without sacrificing the rights
of Spain in a manner that would'create
equally grave consequences at home."i A SEW 0RUISER
Sccnrrd by Thl.Coontry-AV.. OrlglnnllyI Unlit for l»ern.

LOICDON'. April 8..The cruiser which
Lieutenant Commander Colwell, United
States naval attache hero, purchased
yesterday afternoon from the Thamesiron Works, and over which he hoisted
the stars and stripes, was built by the
Thames Iron Works for Peru. Tt was
finished during the war between rem
and Chill, and the British government
would not permit tt to leave, on account
of the neutrality law.
The cruiser has been entirely refitted

during the past year and modernized at
an expense of JC2r,,000 t$125,00rt). 'I he
negotiations for purchase were kept a
secret, as Lieutenant Colivell wanted to
secure the cruiser at a good bargain,
which was accomplished. Thei price ask¬
ed was £SO,OflO (JtOO.OOO), but It is under¬
stood that file has been secured for
a'hout half that amount nfter (lie owner
had been given lo understand vhat there
was onlv a forlorn hope ot selling here.
The price paid Is considerably below the
cost of building,

Sj»»»UhSlili»»li» BwlOiniUMon.
LONDON, April 3..The correspond-

ent ot the Associated Tress has ascer¬
tained from rcjioblo sources that sirae
of the Spanish snips are in bad condi¬
tion. The Pelayo started from Toulon
for Carlhagctia last night in tow, with
15 French workmen on board fixing up
her boilers and niultlng other repairs.
The Emperor Carlos V. started yester¬
day from the Selno,8hip building yards
.it IHvro for Ferrol, with a turret out ot
position, and her. suns unmounted.
Neither sTniP will »e ready for service for
a monlh. They have left French waters
presumably in the tear that war might
begin before the repairs were finished,
in which ivent they would not be per¬
mitted to "cave.

Soldier*from \Vr«t Vlrslnln
MORGANTOWN. w Vn. April X-

Colonel Clarence Smith, commanding
the First-regiment of the West Vir¬
ginia Natlona Guard, to-day advised the
brigade ..omiunnder that lie could ten-,
der the full strength ot (he regiment In
the event ot war.

AWFUL LOSS OF LIFE
At Shawneetown, Illinois, by the Breaking

of the Levee.

TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE WERE DROWNED

By tho Sudden Inrush of tho Waters.Jho Johnstown, Pa., Disaster Par*
alleled.All Telegraph and Telephone Communication With tho Strick-
en City Shut OIF.The Flood Breaks Upon tho Community Like a Tidal

Wave,

ST. LOUIS, Mo., April 3..A special
to the Republic fronv Glrard, III., says:
A« telephono message has bwn re¬

ceived) here from Shawneetown,* 111.,
saying that at 4:30 o'clock this after¬
noon the levee above the city broke ami
the city Is Inundated. The water has
backed; up for Ave miles and rushed
down upon- the city like a tidal wave.
After the message was received tel¬

ephone and telegraph communication
with Shawneetown was suddenly cut
ofT, which tends to confirm the report.
Nothing" more has been* learned. It is
rumored that over two hundred lives
were lost, although it Is believed this es¬
timate Is too large.

Itepni-l Cotiflrninl.
CHICAGO. April 4..At 12:30 to-night

the operator In the long distance telc-
phono company's olilcc at Mt. Vernon,
Ind., Informed/ the Associated Press
that the estimate on the loss of life at
Shawneetown was, at that hour, 200.
Mt. Vernon is but thirty miles from
Shawntetowrc, and the information- on
which the estimate is based Is believed
to be reliable.
The operator stated that the com¬

pany's wires to the stricken clt>^ failed
soon after 4 o'clock in the afternoou.
At that hour it was known that the
dam was giving way, but it was not
thought It would go to pieces quickly
enough to cause loss or life. By S
o'clock it was known in Mt. Vernon that
many people had been drowned, the es-
timate then being one hundred.
A relief boat, bearing food, blankets |nnd surgeons, was started' down the

river and was expected to reach Shaw¬
neetown before morning. Gradually
the reports of loss of life Increased the
estimates, stories coming from various
points near the scene of the Hood show¬
ing clearly that the eisastcr was far
more serious than at first believed.
People from Mt. Vernon and the sur¬

rounding country beslegedthe tele¬
phones and telegraph office, frantic for
tidings from relatives and friends In the
tloodedi town. No attempt at an accu¬
rate list of the lost was possible, how¬
ever, and' the crowds stood all night
before the bulletin boards on which
were posted the meagre reports being
received.

T*rrtl»le Devastation.
LOUISVILLE, K\\, April 3..A spe-

cial to the Courier-Journal from Evans-
ville, Ind., says:
Shawneetown is seventy-five miles

below Evansville on the Ohio river.
Houses were turned and tossed about
like boxes. The people were not warn¬
ed of the break and for that reason
so many were caught. Those at homo
sought refuge in second' stories and on
house tops. Those in the streets were
carried before the avalanche of water
and probably a majority were drowned.
Citizens came from the place by skiffs

to a telephone several miles away unil
asked for aid from Evansvlile. They
said that more than 200 people were
drowned and they had reason to be¬
lieve It would reach DOO or even 1.0(H).
The water stands from twenty to thirty
feet all over the town.
There are, of course, no fire or lights

In the place, and total carkness envel¬
ops the desolated scene. Consequently
it was Impossible for them- to have any¬thing like definite information. The
men quickly left the telephone and r.o
communication has since- Deeti had with
the place. All telephone and telegraphwires are now down ar& outside com¬
munication appears to be Impossible.
At 10 o'clock to-night two steamboats

and a couple of tugs started for Shaw¬
neetown under a full head of steam
ami it Is expected some of them will ar¬
rive there by '1 o'clock In the morning.
They carry large supplies of food and
blankets quickly collected by the cityofficials.

i!50 Lout.
CHICAGO. April 3..A special to the

Record from .Cypress Junction, Ills./
says: Two hundred nnd fifty persons
were drowned to-day by the inundation
of Shawneetown. six miles from this
place. The north levee broke at 4:i!0 this
afternoon and the Ohio river llowcd over
the town and many feet deep.
Scores of houses are floating about to-

ntght nnd many persons are clinging to
the wreckage in the hope that rescuers
will soonuppear with boats to take them
to places of of safety.

All comunication with the town Is cut
off. Trains cannot reach here and tele¬
phone and telegraph wires are down.
The first report that reached here was

that the entire population had been
drowned, but this is not confirmed. ^The levee was built by the govern¬
ment and was regarded ns Impregnable,hence the people had taken no precau¬
tions against a possible flood.

MADRID GOSSIP
About Alltnncc UeUveeit Till* Conulry

nnil Great Itrlfalii.
LONDON. Atprll 4..The Madrid cor¬

respondent of the Dally Mall telegraph¬
ing Saturday, says:
"Information has beetv received here

to the effect that an alliance has been,
conclusively concluded by England and
America for mutual action in the far
ea^t a-lone. Ah a matter of faot, such
an alliance. If concluded, would influ¬
ence considerably any possible conflict
between America ami Spain.
"There Is also a report current that

France and other powers. Including
England, proposer, that the Cuban peo¬
ple themselves* should decide the Cuban
problem by a plebiscite, Cuba being a
civilized country. In this connection it
may be noted that one of the chief ar¬
guments in Spain's answer to the Amer¬
ican demands Is the solution of some of
thene questions belong to the Cuban
people, who cannot deride upon them
until the Gubfltv parliament meets on
May 4.

"If Spain replied for them, the govern-

mcr.it argues. she would undoubtedly
usurp rights granted to Cuba* by rocont
legislation.
"A battalion of engineers which had

been ordered to the Canary Island pass¬
ed down the street* of Madrid to-night
(Saturday) to entrain for Cadiz. The.
troops woro chcered enthusiastically by
the crowdi Beyond this the most per¬
fect calm. prevails.
"The ministers who are desirous of

being Informed as to tho latest nevr*
from America met again to-day and
both the official and private dispatches
were read-. Senor Polo y Bernabe tele¬
graphed from Washington that he con¬
siders President McKlnley is being car¬
ried away by congress. The President,
In the* opinion of the Spanish minister,
will decline all responsibility for tho
course events will take,.while congress
will accept it. He asserts that the af¬
fairs of Spain and Cuba, will be dis¬
cussed1 on Monday.

THE EASTliR BULL FIGHT
Hcenit to Kagame the EafliMalaam of the
1'coptr of Spain Muio (linn Patriotic
OntburiU .The Qntun RcftDt'i Mock
1lerolc«,
MADRID, via Bayonne, France, April

3..Despite the efforts of the press to
work up patriotic enthusiasm, the pub¬
lic seems indifferent to the situation.
Excepting among officiate and officers ft
is rarely discussed. Apparently the
people are chiefly Interested in the result
of a big lottery just announced and In
the preparations for an extraordinary
bull fight on Easter Sunday, at which
celebration toreadors from, all parts of
Spain will perform.
The people do not wish war: rather

are indifferent, as they nlways have one
in progress somewhere and do not regard
a war with the United States a? differ¬
ent from the others. The feeling that
exists here exists ateo throughout tho
provinces.
Poultney BIgelow writes from Barce-

lona that, with two other Americans,
has just completed a bicycle tour from;*
San Sebastian, through Madrid, to Alt--.
cante, In Valencia, clear across the
wildest part of the peninsula, and he y
say3:

"I found less jingoism in the whole
trip than in one block of the New York
Bowery."
The queen regent is taking a very ac-

tlve part in the negotiations and has
thoroughly identified herself with the
war section of the cabinet. Her attitude
Is much approved by the officials In the
army, and has undoubtedly strengthen-,
ed the dynasty for the time being. Her
majesty is reported to hav* *nld Senor
Sagasta:

Mere Fnatlan.
"I received from my husband a heri-

tage for our con, and will never agree to
have that heritage curtailed."
Senor Sagasta 6ald to a friend after :.V*

Tuesday's council at the palace: "W#
went In. seven men to see one woman,
and emerged seven women. leaving ths £
man inside," meaning that they went in
disposed to yield, but that the queen's
patriotism and firmness inspired them.
At the same time It is reported that tho
queen regent is doing much to avoid u

rupture. The activity of Count Dubl-
sky, the Austrian ambassador, in this
direction within the last two days la said
to be inspired from the palace. He has
visited United States Minister Woodford
and a prominent inemfoer of the. cabinet.
Aparently there is a pessimistic feel¬

ing at the United States legation to-day.
The majority of the newspapers here

to-day regard war as inevitable. They
think General Stewart L. Woodford has
communicated a final answer to the gov¬
ernment. The Liberal says:
"It Is clear (hat no concession will sat¬

isfy the United Srates except the inde¬
pendence of Cuba, and we had better
Immediately end the uncertainty."
The whole article of the Liberal on the

subject Is bellicose In tone.
The Palsassertsihat "great uneasiness

prevails at Washington concerning the
attitude of the southern states in case of
war with Spain, and also because tho
Spaniards are organizing In Mexico to
invade the states vilely wrested from
the Mexican republic."
In conclusion, the Pals asserts that:

"It will not be all 'beer and skittles' for
the United States."
Much excitement was caused during

the day by the receipt of a dispatch say¬
ing It is expected that the passports of
the Spanish minister at Washington will
be handed to him on Tuesday."

It«r. Dr. Mall Cnnvalotcent.
NEW YORK, April 3..Rev. Dr. John

Ilall, pastor of the Fifth Avenue Pres¬
byterian church, is convalescing. He
has p:ii»scd through any danger period
that may have existed and at his resi¬
dence to-day It was said he contempla¬
ted participating In communion services
next Sunday. Dr. Hall also caused It
10 be announced from the pulpit of the
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church that
he would participate In some of the
church meetings this week.

Movement* of Stramalilpi.
NEW YORK.Arrived Rotterdam.

Rotterdam; La Brctagne. Havre

Weather Forecast for To-day.
For Western Pennsylvania, threatening

weather: winds becoming fresh easterly.
For West Virginia and Ohio, threatening

weather, probably followed by rain Mon¬
day night; warmer; fresh southeasterly
winds.

l.ocat Temperature.
The temperature Saturday as obEerved A

by C. Schnepf. drunclst, corncr Market .V5
and Fourteenth streets, was as follows:
7 a. M p. m 11
;i a. m it' 7 p. m
32in r.0 r Went her.Ch'gble.

SUNDAY.
: a. m 201 n P. m <Ko a. m.; r 7 p. m.

1- m 17 Weather.Fair,


